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2. Which revision of sentence 8 uses the most precise language?

E. Through different experiences and discoveries, gap year participants can develop new skills
and interests.

F. Through a range of opportunities and training, gap year participants can develop new skills
and interests.

G. Through internships, work, travel, or volunteerism, gap year participants can develop new
skills and interests.

H. Through a variety of jobs, programs, and charities, gap year participants can develop new
skills and interests.

3. Which sentence should be added before sentence 11 to introduce the ideas in the third paragraph
(sentences 11 - 13)?

A. Some gap year opponents worry that young adults who take a break from academia for
activities such as a job may never return.

B. In addition to helping students become better prepared for college, a gap year could be useful
to those with financial constraints.

C. Students complain that there is not enough time between high school and college to earn
money for college.

D. There is growing concern among some experts that a gap year may be too expensive for
many students to even consider.

Sample 1 Explanation

(B) Option B is the best sentence to follow sentence 5 and supports the main claim. This sentence clearly states
the claim in that the gap year can lead to success in college for some, but not all, students (as revealed in
sentence 14). This idea is developed throughout the passage by explaining what a gap year is and how it benefits
students.

Sample 2 Explanation

(G) Option G uses the most precise language and is the correct response. The imprecise reference in sentence 8
to “a variety of opportunities” is replaced with the more specific and precise reference to what these
opportunities entail. They may be “internships, work, travel, or volunteerism.”

Sample 3 Explanation

(A) Option A is the correct sentence to add before sentence 11. The third paragraph introduces, and then refutes,
a counterclaim about gap years in that they may encourage young people to forgo college entirely. This sentence
clearly introduces this counterclaim that the paragraph elaborates on and then refutes with evidence.
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1. Read this sentence from paragraph 1.

That kind of endurance seems impossible to us, since we as people need time to
rest and sleep.

The words “endurance” and “impossible” in the sentence convey

A. amazement about the physical capability of birds to remain in flight for extended periods of
time over long distances.

B. uncertainty about the conditions that allow birds to stay in flight for extended periods of time
without rest.

C. excitement about the opportunity to share research into how birds fly for extended periods
of time.

D. skepticism about discovering how birds can fly for extended periods of time with little or no
rest.

2. Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that birds seem to be capable of
making prolonged flights without sleeping?

E. "“The data revealed that the birds remained completely airborne during their time in Africa, a
period of over 200 days.” (paragraph 2)

F. “In a 2006 article Rattenborg explained that it was theoretically possible that birds could
undergo a certain type of sleep while flying.” (paragraph 3)

G. "“Rattenborg decided that electroencephalogram (EEG) recordings of birds’ brain waves would
ultimately be necessary to determine whether a bird can actually sleep in flight.”
(paragraph 3)

H. “While in flight the birds slept for only 45 minutes a day, which is just enough rest for the
birds to function during these long flights.” (paragraph 5)
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Sample 2 Explanation
(D) Set up some equations.

Jenny (/) has twice as many marbles as Keiko (K): / = 2K

Jenny gives Keiko 5 marbles, so now they each have: /-5 and K+ 5 marbles.
Jenny still has 10 more than Keiko:

J-5=(K+5)+10

To find how many marbles Jenny had to start with, solve J = 2K for K and substitute that into the
second equation:

In equation J = 2K, solve for K: K = é
Substitute é in for K.
J-5=(K+5)+10

j—5=(é+5)+10

_J
5—2+15

j_
J _
5= 20

/=40 marbles

Sample 3 Explanation

(F) Let 2x =the width and 3x = the length.
Draw the rectangle to help visualize.

3x

2x 2x

3x

Since 2w +2/ = P, we get

2(2x) + 2(3x) = 510

4x + 6x =510

10x =510

Xx=51

2x=102cm and 3x =153 cm

24



Sample 4 Explanation

(B) Use proportions to make the conversions:

Lorgs to dollars:
140_7
X

7x =140
x=%$20
Dalts to dollars:

16 _05
X 1

0.5x=16
x=$32
Total dollars = 20 + 32 = $52
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